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sibilities that reflect different social policies and therefore require different approaches to risk assessment. This argument reflects a misunderstanding of the purpose of guidelines. An agency would remain free to incorporate whatever social judgments are embodied in its mandate when deciding whether and how to regulate. Such risk management choices can be made independently of and after the completion of a risk assessment* Thus, two agencies could use the same risk assessment of a substance f but regulate it differently on the basis of statutory or policy criteria applied after risk assessment.
Periodic Review
The scientific basis of risk assessment is evolving rapidly. Guidelines must continue to evolve to accommodate scientific innovations and theories. By their very nature, guidelines themselves will help to foster evolutionary improvements by defining generic principles of risk assessment and focusing debate and empirical research on these principles.
Furthermore, new public perceptions of risk occur, and guidelines will evolve in response to these changes as well. For example, attitudes about the practicality of the outright elimination of carcinogenic risk as a regulatory goal have changed in the last decade. New methods of quantitative risk assessment have developed, and public discussions have increasingly focused on that field. These changes can be expected to continue, so regular periodic review of guidelines appears to be essential. Such review should follow the same procedures recommended for the initial guidelines, including ultimate agency adoption after public comment.
RECOMMENDATION 8
The Committee recommends that guidelines initially be developed, adopted, and applied for assessment of cancer risks. Consideration of other types of health effects should follow*  It may not yet be feasible to draw up as complete a set of inference guidelines for some other health effects.  For these, defining the extent of scientific knowledge and uncertainties and suggesting methods for dealing with uncertainties would constitute a useful first step.